
MSCI Sustainability 
and Climate Indexes
Clarity for strategies built to last
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Our Sustainability and Climate Indexes are designed to ensure you get a greater level 
of precision on the signals that matter most. 

Knowing clearly what affects the long-term 
performance of sustainability and climate strategies 
isn’t easy. 

Our Sustainability and Climate Indexes can help you to 
pinpoint the signals that are financially material, enabling 
you to diversify and manage your portfolio with greater 
confidence. Whether you’re looking to mitigate risks, spot 
opportunities, drive positive impact or align to your clients’ 
values, we provide the data and insights to help you  
design strategies with a focus on long term success.

Pinpoint the financially 
material signals

How we help: a better view towards 
strategies that endure

Broad and deep 
We work with you to connect 
financial and non-financial signals 
across the spectrum of sustainability 
and climate. Our tools bring clarity to 
the potential impacts of extreme 
weather events and other physical 
risks, corporate governance 
practices, geolocation, and 
investments in the energy transition 
– alongside regulatory requirements 
and business operations.

1.
High quality  
Our research teams continually 
monitor and maintain the data  
in our indexes to ensure their 
quality and accuracy.

2.

Increased  
granularity 
With MSCI, you can layer our 
indexes and insights for a more 
granular view of areas that matter 
to you and your clients.

3.

Designed  
with you  
We continually engage with 
clients to understand their 
evolving needs and enhance 
our indexes to meet your needs 
for today and tomorrow.

4.

$1.1tn total AUM  

benchmarked to Sustainability and Climate Indexes.*

* as of June 2025.
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Our key indexes
Helping institutional investors integrate climate considerations into their portfolio decision  
making by benchmarking, measuring and managing climate risk exposure and identifying 
additional investment opportunities. 
Our full range of climate indexes can be found here.

Key climate indexes
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Focus on emissions  
reduction, new climate-related 

solutions and 
annual decarbonization

—
Align with global standards

—
Screen for most severe  

controversies

Climate Change

Avoid risks and  
spot opportunities

Access advanced  
analytics

—
Combine with our  

sustainable impact, factor  
and thematic data indexes  

and sets
—

Align with global 
 regulations

Climate Paris Aligned

Align with  
1.5°C

Identify companies  
prepared to drive the  
low-carbon transition

—
Target companies based  
on climate characteristics

—
Access climate  

engagement tools

Climate Action 

Invest in  
the transition

Choose your carbon 
 exposure measure

—
Minimize portfolio  

exposure to carbon  
emissions-related risk

—
Closely follow parent index

Low Carbon Target

Reduce  
portfolio emissions

https://www.msci.com/indexes/category/climate-indexes
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Our key indexes
Helping institutional investors integrate extra financial considerations into their investment 
process and portfolios.
Our full range of sustainability indexes can be found here.

Key sustainability indexes
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Explore approaches  
for universal owners

—
Overweight strong and 
improving sustainability 

performers
—

Screen for the most 
severe issues

Diversify broadly  
with sustainability

—
Target risk management

—
Screen for reputational 

issues

Seek increased 
sustainability exposure

—
Select from range  

of solutions
—

Access sector-diversified 
indexes

Incorporate your  
values into investing

—
Maintain broad  

coverage
—

Leverage SRI index 
expertise

Incorporate the most 
common exclusions

—
Exclude weapons  

and tobacco
—

Apply a carbon 
footprint screen

 Universal

Find a broad and  
diversified investment  

universe

 Selection 

Invest in companies with  
a strong sustainability profile 
relative to their sector peers

Focus Socially Responsible 
Investing (SRI)

Maximize exposure to  
companies with high 
sustainability ratings  

across sectors

 Align investments  
with ethical values

Screened

Exclude or reduce 
exposure to certain 

 businesses

https://www.msci.com/indexes/category/sustainability-indexes


Clarity your way 
Enabling you to customize an index to your specific needs. 

Delivering for your clients is increasingly complex, and while our product 
range is extensive, it may not always provide exactly what you need. 
With our Custom Indexes, MSCI works with you to create an index 
tailored to your requirements.

Custom Indexes may be created to:

•  Reflect asset allocation
•  Address an investor’s constraints
•  Incorporate additional criteria
•  Include local regulatory guidance

5
* Reliability refers to the measurement of report issues.

Benefits of our Custom Indexes
Broad coverage
Ability to customize any equity or fixed income  
MSCI index, including Market Cap, Thematic,  
Sustainability and Climate Indexes, to incorporate  
client-specific requirements.

Data reliability
Well-established, reliable* index production  
process – the same used for calculating all  
MSCI indexes.

Rigorous methodology
Indexes that aim to be replicable and transparent,  
designed with the same rigorous calculation and 
maintenance methodology that institutions have  
come to expect from our core index offerings.

Global support
Cross-functional team of custom index experts  
in research, index production, IT and product management.
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Why MSCI? 
Empowering confident, agile strategies built on independent 
insights, innovative methodologies, and high-integrity data.

We empower investors with  
confidence and clarity. 

Indexing is the foundation of our business, 
and we have expertise which spans more 
than 50 years, over 30 of these with 
Sustainability and Climate Indexes.

1.
30+ Years of MSCI Sustainability and Climate Indexes

2001
January

MSCI USA ESG 
Leaders Index

2009
January

MSCI Global 
Environment

Index

2011
June

MSCI Socially  
Responsible

Investing (SRI)  
Indexes

2014
August

MSCI acquires  
Governance

Metrics International
Ratings

September
MSCI Global Low  

Carbon Indexes
October

MSCI World ex
Fossil Fuel Index

November
Bloomberg MSCI

Global Green
Bond Index

2017
February

MSCI ESG
Universal Indexes

September
MSCI Factor ESG

Target Indexes

2020
January

MSCI Fixed Income  
ESG and Factor Indexes, 
including two investment 

grade ESG variants
February

Bloomberg MSCI
High Yield Indexes

2022
May

Bloomberg MSCI Climate
Paris Aligned Fixed 

Income Indexes
August

MSCI Climate Transition
Corporate Bond Indexes

  October
MSCI Climate Action 

Indexes

2024
May

MSCI Resilient Future 
Indexes

May
MSCI KLD 400
Social Index

1990

October
MSCI World ESG
Leaders Index (USD)
November
MSCI issues an IPO 
following spin off by
Morgan Stanley taking 
with it the global index 
benchmarks first 
established in 1969

2007

March
MSCI acquires 
RiskMetrics and, along 
with it, ESG research 
firms IRRC, KLD
Research & Analytics 
and Innovest Strategic 
Value Advisors 

2010

June
Bloomberg
MSCI ESG Fixed  
Income Indexes
MSCI Emerging  
Markets ESG
Leaders Index
MSCI ACWI ESG
Leaders Index

2013

February
MSCI ACWI Sustainable 
Impact Index
March 
MSCI launches ESG 
ratings for equity,  
fixed income and multi 
asset class mutual  
funds and ETFS
July
MSCI World Women's
Leadership Index
August
MSCI ESG Focus
Indexes

2016

June 
MSCI Climate  
Change Indexes
October
MSCI acquires Carbon 
Delta, establishing the 
MSCI Climate Risk  
Center Zurich

2019

August
MSCI Climate Paris  
Aligned Fixed Income
Indexes

2021

November
MSCI Climate Action
Corporate Bond
Indexes 

 2023

Independent  
insights

Innovative 
methodologies

High-integrity 
data
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Why MSCI? 

We’re a leading provider of critical decision support tools and services for 
the global investment community.

We are experts in research, data and technology and help clients 
understand and analyze key drivers of risk and return so that they can 
confidently build more effective portfolios.

Clients use our industry-leading, research-enhanced solutions to gain 
insight into and improve transparency across the investment process.

2. 3.
Experts in providing tools and clarity to investment decisions In good company

Institutional investors have allocated approximately USD 493bn to investments 
benchmarked to MSCI Sustainability and Climate Equity & Fixed Income 
Indexes since 2014, so you know you’re in good company.

Some of those asset owners include:

Americas

• CalSTRS
• �Fonds de  

Solidarité FTQ
• MassPRIM
• �New York State 

Common  
Retirement Fund

• �Ontario Teachers’  
Pension Fund

• �United Nations  
Pensions Fund

APAC

• Dai-ichi Life
• GPIF
• Korean Post
• �New Zealand  

Super
• SingLife
• �Taiwan’s Public  

Service Pension  
Fund

EMEA

• AMF
• Ilmarinen
• Migros
• PostNL
• Swiss Re
• �The People's 

Pension
• Zurich UK



Find out more 

Americas
 
United States 
+1 888 588 4567 (toll free)
Canada 
+1 416 628 1007
Brazil 
+55 11 4040 7830
Mexico 
+52 81 1253 4020

Asia Pacific
 
China 
North: 10800 852 1032 (toll free) 
South: 10800 152 1032 (toll free)
Hong Kong 
+ 852 2844 9333
India 
+ 91 22 6784 9160
Malaysia 
1800818185 (toll free)
South Korea 
800 852 3749 (toll free)
Singapore 
800 852 3749 (toll free)
Australia 
+612 9033 9333
Taiwan 
008 0112 7513 (toll free)
Thailand 
0018 0015 6207 7181 (toll free)
Japan 
+81 3 4579 0333

Europe, Middle East & Africa 

South Africa 
+ 27 21 673 0103
Germany 
+ 49 69 133 859 00
Switzerland 
+ 41 22 817 9777
United Kingdom 
+ 44 20 7618 2222
Italy 
+ 39 02 5849 0415
France 
+ 33 17 6769 810

About MSCI
MSCI is a leading provider of critical decision support tools and services 
for the global investment community. With over 50 years of expertise in 
research, data and technology, we power better investment decisions by 
enabling clients to understand and analyze key drivers of risk and return 
and confidently build more effective portfolios. We create industry-leading 
research-enhanced solutions that clients use to gain insight into and 
improve transparency across the investment process.

The process for submitting a formal index complaint can be found on the 
index regulation page of MSCI’s website at: 
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The information contained herein (the “Information”) may not be reproduced or redistributed in whole or in part without prior written 
permission from MSCI ESG Research. The Information may not be used to verify or correct other data, to create derivative works, to 
develop indexes, risk models, or analytics, or in connection with issuing, offering, sponsoring, managing, or marketing any securities, 
portfolios, financial products, or other investment vehicles. Historical data and analysis should not be taken as an indication or 
guarantee of future performance, analysis, forecasts, or predictions. MSCI ESG Research materials, including those used in any MSCI 
ESG Indexes or other products, have not been submitted to, nor received approval from, the United States Securities and Exchange 
Commission or any other regulatory body. None of the Information, MSCI indexes, or other products or services constitutes an offer 
to buy or sell, or a recommendation or promotion of, any security, financial instrument, product, or trading strategy. The Information 
does not constitute a recommendation to make, or refrain from making, any investment decision and should not be relied on as such.
MSCI ESG and climate ratings, research, and data are produced by MSCI ESG Research LLC, a subsidiary of MSCI Inc. MSCI ESG 
Indexes, Analytics, and Real Estate are products of MSCI Inc. that utilize information from MSCI ESG Research LLC. MSCI indexes 
are administered by MSCI Limited (UK) and MSCI Deutschland GmbH. The Information is provided “as is,” and users assume all risk 
of use. NONE OF MSCI INC., ITS SUBSIDIARIES, SUPPLIERS, OR ANY THIRD PARTY INVOLVED IN COMPILING THE INFORMATION 
(EACH, AN “INFORMATION PROVIDER”) MAKES ANY WARRANTIES OR REPRESENTATIONS. TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED 
BY LAW, ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES, INCLUDING MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, ARE EXPRESSLY 
DISCLAIMED. TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, NO INFORMATION PROVIDER SHALL HAVE ANY LIABILITY FOR ANY 
DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, PUNITIVE, CONSEQUENTIAL (INCLUDING LOST PROFITS), OR OTHER DAMAGES, EVEN IF NOTIFIED 
OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. Nothing herein excludes or limits any liability that cannot by law be excluded or limited.
Privacy notice: For information about how MSCI collects and uses personal data, please refer to our Privacy Notice at  
https://www.msci.com/privacy-pledge.
Issuers mentioned in MSCI ESG Research materials may have commercial relationships with MSCI ESG Research and/or MSCI Inc. 
(collectively, “MSCI”). Such relationships may include the purchase of products or services, the rating of financial products such as 
mutual funds or ETFs, or inclusion in MSCI indexes. These relationships may create potential conflicts of interest. MSCI has established 
measures to mitigate such conflicts and to safeguard the independence and integrity of its research and ratings. 

©2025 MSCI Inc. All rights reserved | CBR0425

If you want the detailed financial and non-financial signals which have a deep 
meaning on the construction of your portfolios, talk to us about how our Sustainability 
and Climate Indexes can provide investment decision clarity to help your strategies 
prevail for the long term. 

www.msci.com/index-regulation

https://www.msci.com/privacy-pledge
www.msci.com/index-regulation
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